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BY THE COMNISSIOEi: We have been asked &e following question 
by Kenneth Gory, Controller of the State of Calrfornia: 

Mr. Cory has received an uasolici ted parking pass froc the 
office of governncntaL affairs cf the Cal:fornla State U::iverslt:es 
and Colleges for use :lhile on official business at any Calrfornia 
State University CT College canpus. tir. Ccry does not know the 
monetary value of this pass. 

ements established by Government Code 
is this a reportable gift? 

The parking pass is a reportable gift a?dcr the require- 
ments of the Poli'tical Refoz,T Act. 

ANALYSIS 

'The Political Reform Act provides that a gift is: 

. . . any payment to the extent that considera- 
tion of equal or greater value is not received. 
Section 82023. 

e 
Payment includes the 

. . . rendering of money, property, services or 
anything else of value, whether tangible or 
intangible. Section 82044. 

The pass here permits its holder to park in the student lots, I 
the staff and administration lots and in some cases the visitor I 

l/ All statutory references are to the Government Code Unless 

otherwise noted. 



lots of any of the nineteen state universities and colleges. The 
cost for a year's pass to the staff and ad..1nlstratlon lots of 
one of the campuses averages approxxcately thirty dollars, accord- 
ing to unlverslty personnel. 

The parking pass given to >lr. Cory 1s a grft if It is a th-ng 
of value for which conslderatlon was not received. The pass con- 
fers a benefit In that any person garklng on these campuses 1s 
otheqirse requrred to pay for parking prlvzleges. The basis for 
calculation of value 1s the fa1.r market value of the Item. Sec- 
tion 81011. Fax narket value regurres a w~llrn; buyer and a 
willing seller. Xalser Co. v. g, 30 C.2d 610 (1947). 

Since the separate campuses are able to sell passes for 
single campuses for an average of thirty dollars, the value of a 
pass which LS valid at all the campuses 1s certainly worth more 
than that amount. The Polrtlcal Reform Act regulres that grfts 
of twenty-five dollars or more must be reported; thus, the pass 

2 in question is a reportable gift. SectIon 87207(a) (1). 

Approved by the Corrnisslon on August 7, 1975. Concurrlnq: 
Brosnahan, Carpenter, Lowensteln, Miller and Eaters. 
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Chaxman 


